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Multiplicity theorems for nonlinear
nonhomogeneous Robin problems

Nikolaos S. Papageorgiou and Vicentiu D. Radulescu

Abstract. We study a nonlinear Robin boundary value driven by a non-
homogeneous differential operator with a Carathéodory reaction and we
look for multiple nontrivial solutions with sign information. We prove four
such multiplicity theorems producing three nontrivial solutions, for reso-
nant problems and for problems in which no global growth restriction is
assumed on the reaction. Also, in the semilinear case, we show that we
can have four nontrivial solutions, by producing a second nodal solution.

1. Introduction

Let 2 € RY be a bounded domain with a C2-boundary 9€2. In this paper, we
study the following nonlinear nonhomogeneous Robin problem
—diva(Du(z)) = f(z,u(z))  in £,

Y P BN ulz) =0 on 0%,

Here a : RV — R is a strictly monotone, continuous map, which satisfies cer-
tain regularity and growth hypotheses. The precise conditions on a(-) are listed in
hypotheses H(a) in Section 2. These conditions are general enough to incorporate
in our framework many differential operators of interest such as the p-Laplacian.
In the boundary condition, du/dn, denotes the generalized normal derivative de-
fined by

ou

ong
(see Lieberman [14]). Here n(-) denotes the outward unit normal at 9Q2. We should

point out that this type of normal derivative is dictated by the nonlinear Green’s
identity (see Gasinski and Papageorgiou [8], p.210). The reaction f(z,x) is a

= (a(Du),n)g~  for all u € WHP(Q)
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Carathéodory function (that is, for all € R, the mapping z — f(z, ) is measur-
able and for almost all z € , x — f(z,z) is continuous).

Our aim is to prove multiplicity theorems for problem (1.1) providing precise
sign information for all the solutions, under different growth conditions on the reac-
tion f(z,2). We prove four such multiplicity theorems producing three nontrivial
solutions. In the first multiplicity theorem, we assume that f(z,-) is (p — 1)-
sublinear near +oo and in the particular case of the p-Laplacian, resonance is
allowed with respect to the principal eigenvalue of the negative Robin p-Laplacian
(see Papageorgiou and Ridulescu [21]). In the second and third multiplicity theo-
rems, no global growth restriction is imposed on f(z,-). Instead it is assumed that
f(z,-) has z-dependent zeros of constant sign and so the reaction f(z,-) exhibits
a kind of oscillatory behavior near zero. In all three multiplicity theorems, the
geometry near the origin is similar and implies the presence of a “concave” term
(that is, a term which is (p — 1)-superlin ear as  — 0). In the particular case of
equations driven by the p-Laplacian, we can change this condition near zero and
deal also with reactions that are (p—1)-sublinear as x — 0. This is our fourth mul-
tiplicity theorem. Moreover, in the particular case of semilinear equations (driven
by the Laplace operator), we show that we can produce a second nodal solution
for a total of four nontrivial solutions.

This paper continues the recent works of Papageorgiou and Radulescu [21], [24]
where certain parametric equations driven by the p-Laplacian were studied and
multiplicity results were proved for certain values of the parameter.

We refer to the books by Ambrosetti and Arcoya [2] and Ambrosetti and Mal-
chiodi [3] for the basic abstract results used in this paper.

2. Mathematical preliminaries

In this section we review the main mathematical tools which will be used in this
work. Also, we introduce the hypotheses on the map y — a(y) and determine their
consequences.

Let X be a Banach space and let X* be its topological dual. By (-, -) we denote
the duality brackets for the pair (X*, X). Given p € C'(X), we say that ¢ satisfies
the Palais—Smale condition (PS-condition), if the following holds:

“Every sequence {uy,},>1 € X such that {¢(un)}n>1 € R is bounded and
¢ (up) = 0in X* as n — oo,

admits a strongly convergent subsequence”.

This is a compactness type condition on the functional ¢. We need such a
condition since the ambient space X need not be locally compact (being in general
infinite dimensional). Using the PS-condition, we can prove a deformation theorem
which is the key to the minimax theory for the critical values of . A main result
in that theory, is the so-called “mountain pass theorem” of Ambrosetti and Rabi-
nowitz [4].
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Theorem 2.1. Assume that ¢ € C*(X) satisfies the PS-condition, ug,u; € X,
|lur —uol| > p >0,

max{p(uo), p(u1)} < inflp(u) : [[u — uol| = p| = n,

and

c=inf max o(y(t) with T ={ye€C(0,1],X):%(0)=uo,7(1) = u}.

Then ¢ = n, and c is a critical value of ¢.

The analysis of problem (1.1) will involve the Sobolev space WP (Q), for 1 <
p < 00, the Banach space C*(Q) and the “boundary” spaces L"(9€2) (1 < r < 00).
In what follows, by | - | we denote the norm of RY, by (-,-)gn we denote the
inner product of RY and by ||-|| we denote the norm of the Sobolev space W1 (£2)
defined by
Jull = [l + || Dull2]? for all u € WEe (@),

The space C*(Q) is an ordered Banach space, with order cone
Cr={uecC'(Q):u(z) >0 forallzecQ}.
This cone has a nonempty interior given by
intC, ={ueCy:ulz)>0 forall zeQ}.

On 99 we use the (N —1)-dimensional Hausdorff (surface) measure o(-). Using
this measure, we can define the Lebesgue spaces L"(9€2) (1 < r < 00). We denote
the norm of these spaces by || - ||,,00. We know that there exists a unique linear
continuous map o: WHP(Q) — LP(9R), known as the “trace map”, such that
Y0(u) = ulaq for all u € WLP(Q) N C(Q). The trace map is compact into L"(9€2)
for all r € [1, p(]{]\f—:;)) if 1 <p< N, and into L"(0N) for all r € [1,00) if p > N.
We know that

im~yo = WY?P(9Q) and keryy = WyP(Q)

with 1/p+1/p" = 1.
In the sequel, for notational simplicity, we drop the use of the trace map 7. The
restrictions of all Sobolev functions on 0f) are understood in the sense of traces.

Let n € C*(0, 00) with n(t) > 0 for all ¢ > 0 and assume that

tn’ (¢
(2.1) 0<e< "(—i)) <cp and ¢ P <n(t) e (14971
n
for all ¢ > 0, some c¢1,co > 0.
Now we are ready to introduce our hypotheses on the map a(-) involved in the
differential operator of (1.1):

(H(a)) a(y) = ao(ly|)y for all y € RY, with ag(t) > 0 for all ¢ > 0, and
(i) ap € C1(0,00), the function ¢t — tag(t) is strictly increasing in (0, 00),
tag ()

tag(t) > 0" ast— 0" and lim —= > —1;
t—0+ ao(t)
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ii) there exists c5 > 0 such that |Va(y)| < cs X for all y € RN\{0};
lyl

(i) (Va(y)§, Opv > LHLIEP? for all y € RN\{0}, all € € RY;

(iv) if Go(t) = fg sag(s)ds for all t > 0, then there exists ¢ € (1, p] such that

t
t — Go(t'/7) is convex in (0,00) and  lim 4Go(t) =c¢>0.
t—0+ 14

Remark 2.2. Conditions H (a) (i), (ii), (iii) are motivated from the regularity the-
ory of Lieberman [14] and from the nonlinear maximum principle of Pucci and
Serrin [27]. Condition H(a) (iv) is particular for our problem, but as we will see
below is satisfied in many cases of interest. Hypotheses H(a) imply that the
primitive Go(-) is strictly convex and strictly increasing. Let us see how these
hypotheses are satisfied in the case of the p-Laplacian. Additional examples are
given below. In the case of the p-Laplace operator, a(y) = |y[P~2y for all y € R,
with 1 < p < co. Then Gy(t) = %tp for all t > 0. So Go(-) is strictly convex
and strictly increasing. Also in the case ¢ = p (see hypothesis H(a) (iv)). So, the

function . )
t Go(t'/P) = = (tY/P)p = ~¢
(") p( ) >

is linear and of course ¢ = 1.

We set G(y) = Go(ly|) for all y € RY. Clearly G(-) is convex and G(0) = 0.
Also, we have

VG(y) = Gh(ly)) L = ao(lyl)y = aly) for all y € RN\{0}, VG(0) = 0.

|yl

Hence, G(-) is the primitive of the map a(:). The convexity of G(-) and the
fact that G(0) = 0, imply

(2.2) G(y) < (a(y),y)ry for all y € RV,

Hypotheses H(a) (i), (ii), (iii), and (2.1), (2.2), lead to the following lemma
summarizing the main properties of the map af(-).

Lemma 2.3. If hypotheses H(a) (i), (ii), (iil) hold, then

(a) the mapy — a(y) is continuous, strictly monotone, hence maximal monotone
too;

(b) Ja(y)| < ca(1+ |y[P~1) for all y € RN and some ¢4 > 0;

(c) (a(y),y)rny = pcjl ly|P for all y € RYN.

This lemma and (2.2) lead to the following growth estimates for the primi-
tive G(+).
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Corollary 2.4. If hypotheses H(a) (1), (ii), (iil) hold, then
1
pp—1)
Example 2.5. The following maps satisfy hypotheses H(a):
(a) a(y) = |y[P~2y with 1 < p < .

lylP < G(y) <cs (1+|yP) for all y € RN and some c5 > 0.

This map corresponds to the p-Laplace differential operator
Apu = div (|DulP~2Du) for all u € WHP(Q).
() aly) = |y|P~2y + |y|97%y with 1 < ¢ < p < o0.
This map corresponds to the (p, ¢)-differential operator defined by
Apu+ Agu for all u € WHP(Q).

check, singular Such operator arises in problems of mathematical physics (Papageorgiou and
or plural? Rédulescu [23]) and were studied in the context of Dirichlet problems by

Mugnai and Papageorgiou [18], Papageorgiou and Radulescu [20], [25] and
Papageorgiou and Winkert [26].

(c) aly) = (1 + |y[»)P=2/2y, with 1 < p < co.

This map corresponds to the generalized p-mean curvature differential oper-
ator defined by

div [(1 + |Du|?)P=2/2 Du]  for all u € WP(Q).

p—2 .
(d) aly) = ly[P~2y + Yprt with 1 < p < oc.

The hypotheses on the boundary term 3(-) are the following:
(H(B)) B € Ch(09), with a € (0,1), B(z) >0 for all z € IN.

Consider a Carathéodory function fy: 2 x R — R which exhibits subcritical
growth in the z € R variable, that is,

|fo(z,2)| < a(z)(1+ |=|""") for almost all z € Q, all z € R,

with a € L>(Q)1 and

Np o yf N

" — p < IV,
l<r<p'=4q N-p

TP {—i—oo if N <p.

Let Fy(z,2) = [ fo(z,5)ds and consider the C'-functional @o: W'P(Q) — R
defined by

= 1 p _ 1,p
wo(u) /QG(Du) dz + , /BQ B(2)|u|Pdo /QFo(zm) dz for all u € WHP(Q).

The next theorem can be proved as the corresponding result of Papageorgiou
and Réadulescu [21], using the regularity results of Lieberman [14].
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Theorem 2.6. Assume that ug € W1P(Q) is a local C*(Q)-minimizer of ¢o, that
is, there exists po > 0 such that

wo(uo) < @(ug +h) for all h € C*(Q) with Pl ey < po-

Then ug € C1*(Q) with s € (0,1) and ug is also a local WYP(Q)-minimizer of o,
that is, there exists p1 > 0 such that

vo(uo) < wolug +h) for all h € WHP(Q) with ||h|| < p1 .

We will also need some facts concerning the spectrum of —A, (1 < ¢ < 00) with
Robin boundary condition (see Le [12] and Papageorgiou and Radulescu [21]). So,
we consider the following nonlinear eigenvalue problem:

93 —Aqu(z) = Aju(2)]1"2u(z) in Q,
= aaTuq + B(2)[u(2)72u(2) on 0f).
Here,
8u 811,
o 2 N = 9227 L.p .
on, |Du|*™*(Du, n)r | Dul o for all u € WHP(Q)

We say that AeRisan eigenvalue of the negative Robin ¢-Laplacian (denoted
for notational economy by —A[), if problem (2.3) admits a nontrivial solution

@ € WHP(Q) known as an eigenfunction corresponding to A. We know that there
is a smallest eigenvalue A\1(q, 3) having the following properties:

e M(g,8) =0and Ai(¢g,3) >0if B#0.
 Ai(q,f3) is isolated in the spectrum 6(q, 8) of AL

and
[Dulll + [, B(2) lu|? do

[lullg

(2.4) A1 (g, B) = inf cu e WHP(Q),u #0].

Note that the infimum is realized on the corresponding one dimensional eigen-
space. Moreover, from (2.4) it is clear that the elements of this eigenspace do not
change sign. In the sequel by 11(q, 8) we denote the positive L?-normalized (that
is, ||@1(q, B)|ly = 1) eigenfunction corresponding to A; (g, 3). From the nonlinear
regularity theory of Lieberman [14] we have that 41(q, 8) € C+\{0}. In fact, using
also the nonlinear maximum principle of Pucci and Serrin [27], pp. 111,120, we
conclude that (g, 8) € int C..

The Ljusternik-Schnirelmann mini-max scheme gives, in addition to \; (¢,0), a
whole strictly increasing sequence { Ay (g, ) }x>1 of eigenvalues such that A (g, ) —
+oo as k — co. These are known as the “LS-eigenvalues” of —Af.

Since A\ (¢,8) = 0 is isolated and the spectrum &(g,3) is closed, the second
eigenvalue of —Af is defined by

A3(g, B) = inf[A € 6(q, B) : A > Mi(q, B)]-

mini-max or
min-max?
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We have that S\S(q,ﬁ) = 5\2((],6), that is, the second eigenvalue of —Af and
the second LS-eigenvalue of —Af coincide.

Let OBY" = {u € LUQ) : ||ull; = 1}, M = Wh4(Q) N dBL" and
I(u) = ||Du||g+/ B(2)|u|?de  for all u € WH(Q).
o0

From Papageorgiou and Riadulescu [21], we have the following mini-max char-
acterization of A2(q, f).

Proposition 2.7. We have \s(q, 8) = inf, ¢ max_1<i<1 9(5(t)), where

L= {5 eC(=1,1, M) : 4(=1) = —in(q, 8), (1) = (g, )}
Let A: WhP(Q) — WP(2)* be the nonlinear map defined by

(2.5) (A(u),v) = /Q(a(Du)7Dv)RNdz for all u,v € WP(Q).

From Gasinski and Papageorgiou [9], we have the following property.

Proposition 2.8. Assume that hypotheses H(a) (i), (ii), (iii) hold. Then the map
A: WEP(Q) — WEP(Q)* defined by (2.5) is demicontinuous, monotone, hence
maximal monotone too and of type (S)4, that is,

if U = w in WHP(Q) and limsup (A(uy), un —u) <0, then u, — u in WHP(Q).
n—oo
Our approach will also use tools from Morse theory (critical groups). So, let
us recall some basic definitions and facts from this theory.
Given p € C*(X) and ¢ € R, we introduce the following sets:

e'={ueX :pu) <c}, Kp={ucX :¢'(u) =0} and K;={ucK, : ¢(u) = c}.

For every topological pair (Y7,Y2) with Yo C Y7 C X and every integer k > 0,
by H(Y1,Y3) we denote the kth relative singular homology groups with integer
coeflicients. Given an isolated u € K¢, the critical groups of ¢ at u are defined by

Cr(p,u) = Hp(¢° NU, o NU\{u}) for all integers k >0,

where U is a neighborhood of u such that K,Np°NU = {u} (recall that ue K,
is isolated). The excision property of singular homology theory implies that this
definition of critical groups is independent of the particular choice of the neighbor-
hood U.

If ¢ € C'(X) satisfies the PS-condition and inf (K, > —0c0), then the critical
groups of ¢ at infinity are defined by

Cr(p,00) = Hi(X, %) forallk >0,

where ¢ < inf ¢(K,,). The second deformation theorem (see Gasinski and Papa-
georgiou [8], p.628), implies that this definition is independent of the particular
choice of the level ¢ < inf p(K,).
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Assuming that K, is finite, we define

M (t,u) :ZrankC’k(%u) th forallt € R, allu € K,
k>0

P(t,00) = ZrankC’k(<p, co)th forall t € R.
k>0

singular or plural?

Then the Morse relations says

(2.6) > M(t,u) = P(t,c0) + (1 +1)Q(t) forallteR,
uekK,

where Q(t) = > 450 Bk tk is a formal series in ¢t € R, with nonnegative integer
coefficients (.

Finally we fix our notation. So, given z € R, we set 2+ = max{+x,0}. Then for
u € WHP(Q), we define u*(-) = u(-)*. We know that u* € W'P(Q), u =ut —u~,
|u| = ut +u~. For a Carathéodory function g(z, ), we define Ny(u)(-) = g(-,u(-))
for all w € WHP(Q).

By | - |~ we denote the Lebesgue measure on RY. Also, recall that WP (Q) is
an ordered Banach space with order cone

Wi ={ueWh"P(Q):u(z) >0 for almost all z € Q}.

Then given u,v € WHP(Q) with u < v (that is, v — u € W), by [u,v] we
denote the order interval defined by [u,v] = {y € Wl’p(Q) u(z) < y(z) < v(z)
for almost all z € Q}.

3. Resonant problems

In this section, we consider a reaction which exhibits (p — 1)-sublinear growth
near +o0o, and in the particular case of a p-Laplacian equation, it can be resonant
with respect to the principal eigenvalue 5\1(]9, B).

So, the hypotheses on the reaction f(z,x) are the following:

((Hy)) f:Q xR — Ris a Carathéodory function such that f(z,0) =0
for almost all z € 2, and

(i) |f(z,2)] <a(z)(1+|z|P~!) for almost all z € Q, all z € R with a € L>(Q)4;
(i) For 8 =E18 € L®(Q), (with ¢; > 0 as in (3.14)),

f(z,x) c1

lim sup < —15\1(p, 3)7 uniformly for almost all z € Q;
p—

r—4o00 |I|p72 X

(i) if F(z,2) = [ f(z,5)ds, then limy+o0[f(2,2)2 — pF(z,2)] = +oo uni-
formly for almost all z € ;
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(iv) there exists 79 € L°(2); such that &X; (g, ) < no(z) for almost all z € Q,
no # ¢A1(g, B) and

e Sz )
<
no(z) < lim inf 2l

uniformly for almost all z € €,

with 5 = 13 (here ¢ > 0 and g € (1,p] are as in hypothesis H(a) (iv)).

Remark 3.1. Hypothesis H(a) (i) dictates a (p — 1)-sublinear growth for f(z,-).
If a(y) = |y|P~2y for all y € R, then the differential operator is the p-Laplacian
and ¢; = p — 1 (see (2.1)). Hence 3 = f (see hypothesis H (ii)). So, hypoth-
esis H (ii) says that the reaction can be resonant with respect to the principal
eigenvalue of —Af (resonance equation). This possibility of resonance at +oo dic-
tates hypothesis H; (iii) which is needed in order for the energy functional of the
problem to satisfy the compactness condition. Hypothesis Hy (iv) which regulates
the behavior of f(z,-) near zero, is quite general and allows also for the presence
of concave terms (terms which are (p — 1)-superlinear near zero). Some additional
remarks are motivated by several interesting observations of the referee. Note that
hypothesis H; (iii) excludes some natural examples like the functions

fi(z) =22z +x for big |z| (¢ <p) or folz)=|z/7? with 1< q<np.

However, our emphasis in the work is to treat the resonant problem. To take things
more transparent, consider the case of the p-Laplacian. Then hypothesis H; (ii)
permits for resonance to occur at +oco. Hypothesis H; (iii) implies that the reso-
nance takes place from the “left” of A;(p) (see the asymptotic condition (3.12) in
the proof of Proposition 3.3 below). This makes the energy functional of the prob-
lem coercive and permits the use of the direct method of the calculus of variations.
So, the use of hypothesis Hj (iv) leads to the existence of nontrivial solutions of
constant sign. Note that in general, since we want to incorporate also the reso-
nant case, an extra condition near oo is necessary, in order to guarantee that
the energy functional of the problem satisfies the compactness condition used in
the minimax methods (Palais-Smale condition or Cerami condition). If instead we
assume that

f(z,x)x — pF(z,2) - —o0 as x — £oo uniformly for a.a. z € Q

(this is satisfied by the functions f; and fo mentioned earlier), then we have reso-
nance from the “right” of M (p), and the coercivity of the energy functional fails.
So, we have to proceed in a different way. We use either the mountain pass theorem
(but the we need to change the condition near zero, see hypothesis H; (iv), and
so we fail to have extremal constant sign solutions and consequently we produce a
nodal solution) or we use critical groups (Morse theory). This second approach is
more promising, but not at all straightforward, since the computation of critical
groups in that case (resonant case) is difficult. This can be an interesting separate
project.
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Example 3.2. The following function satisfies hypotheses H;. For the sake of
simplicity, we drop the z-dependence:

f part—cam !t if |z <1,
fla) = { PPt — a7t if x| > 1,

withl<g<p<r<oo,n>M(pB)=9>0andc=n+1—1>0.

We introduce the following truncations-perturbations of the reaction:

2 ] 0 if z <0,
fr(z,2) = flz,x) + 2P~ ifx >0,
(3.1)
flz,z) + |xP~22 ifz <O,

and f—(z’x>:{ 0 if 2 > 0.

Both are Carathéodory functions. We set Fi(z,z) = fom fi(z,s)ds and con-
sider the C'-functionals ¢4 : WHP(Q) — R defined, for all u € W1P(Q), by

1 1 .
B () = / G(Du)dz + LJull? + —/ B()(u)P do —/ (2, u) de.
Q p P Joo Q
Also, let ¢: WHP(Q) — R be the energy functional for problem (1.1) defined by
olu) = / G(Du)dz + l/ |u|Pdo — / F(z,u)dz for all u € W'P(Q).
Q P Joa Q

Evidently, ¢ € C*(W'?(Q)).

Proposition 3.3. Assume that hypotheses H(a) (i), (ii), (iii), H(S) and Hy hold.
Then the functionals ¢ and ¢+ are coercive.

Proof. We do the proof for the functional ¢, the proofs for ¢4 being similar.
We argue indirectly. So, suppose that the functional ¢ is not coercive. Then
we can find {uy},>1 € WHP(Q) and M; > 0 such that

(3.2) [lun|| = 00 asm — 0o, and @(u,) < M; foralln>1.

We have, for all n > 1,

1
(3.3) o(uy) = | G(Duy)dz+ - B(2)|un|P do — / F(z,uy)dz < M.
Q P Joo Q

Let yn = iz n 2 1. Then [lyn|| = 1 for all n > 1 and so we may assume that

(34) y, S yin WHP(Q), and gy, — yin LP(Q) and in LP(99) as n — co.
From (3.3) and Corollary 2.4, we have that, for all n > 1,

c1 1 F(z,up)
(3.5) ||Dyn||P+—/ 8(2) |yn|Pdo—/ LEun) g o M
p(p—1) P p Joa o |lunllP [|wn| [P
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Hypothesis H; (i) implies that

|F(z,2)| < a(z)(1+ |z|P) for almost all z € 2, all x € R, with a € L>(Q)+

[l [P

} . C L*(Q) is uniformly integrable.

From the Dunford-Pettis theorem, and passing to a suitable subsequence if
necessary, we may assume that

NF(un) w

(3.6) T |7 Bk in LY(Q) as n — oo.

From hypothesis H; (ii), we have

F . N
(3.7) lim sup (2, 2) < ( a D A1(p, f) uniformly for almost all z € 2.
p\p —

r—4o00 |I|p

Then (3.7) implies that

(3.8) k= hlylP with h € L®(Q), h(z) < Ai(p,3) for almost all z € Q

_a
pp—1)
(see Aizicovici, Papageorgiou and Staicu [1], proof of Proposition 14). We return
to (3.5), pass to the limit as n — oo and use (3.4), (3.6), (3.8). Then

C1 p N » c1 »
s+ [ b wrac] < s [ ey ira:
(3.9) — ||Dyllz + / B(z) [yPdo < / h(z) |y de.
o0 Q

First suppose that h % A (p, 3) (see (3.8)). Then from (3.9) and Proposition 4
of Papageorgiou and Radulescu [21], we have

ce||y]lP <0 for some cg >0 = y=0.
Then from (3.4), (3.5), (3.6) and (3.8), we see that
Yo — 0 in WHP(Q) as n — oo,

which contradicts the fact that ||y,|| =1 for all n > 1.

Next we assume that h(z) = A (p, 3) for almost all z € Q (see (3.8)). Then
from (3.9) and (2.4), we have

1Dyl + /m BE)yIPdo = Ai(p. B)llyllh, = y=Emlp,f), with &R

If £ =0, then y = 0 and as above, using (3.4), (3.6) and (3.8), we obtain
Yo — 0 in WHP(Q) as n — oo,

contradicting the fact that ||y,|| = 1 for all n > 1.
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So, we have § # 0 and without any loss of generality, we may assume that £ > 0
(the reasoning is similar if £ < 0). Since @y (p, 5) € int C, we have

(3.10) Un(z) = 400 for almost all z € £, as n — 0.

Hypothesis H; (iil) implies that given & > 0, we can find My = M3(§) > 0 such
that

(3.11) fz,x)x —pF(z,2) 2 £ for almost all z € Q, all x| > M.
Then, for almost all z € 2 and all s > M>, we have

d F(z,5)  f(z,5)s? —psP7LF(2z,5)  f(z,8)s — pF(z,s) £

ds s 52D = S| Z o (see (3.11))
. L F 11
(z,9)  F(z 1) >_§ {— - —} for almost all z € ), all y > x > M.
yr P plyp  ap

We pass to the limit as y — 400 and use (3.7). Then

N 1
a Ai(p, B) — Fz2) > ¢l for almost all z € Q, all 2 > M»
p(p—1) aP p xP
a 15\1(p,B)x” —pF(z,2) > £ for almost all z € Q, all © > Ms.
p—

Since £ > 0 is arbitrary, it follows that

¢l
p—1

(3.12) lim [

r— 400

M(p, B)a = pF(z,z)] = +oo

uniformly for almost all z € 2. From (3.10), (3.12) and Fatou’s lemma, we obtain

(3.13) lim [ a M (p, B)un(2) —pF(z,un(z))} dz = +00.
Q

n—00 p—1

On the other hand, from (3.3) and Corollary 2.4, we have

_a [||Dun||5 +/ B(2)|un|? da} - / F(z,up)dz < My foralln>1
plp—1) oQ Q
(3.14) = [ a 15\1(p,B)uf’l —pF(z,un)} dz<pM; foralln=>1.
Q'tpb—

Comparing (3.13) and (3.14), we reach a contradiction. Similarly for the func-
tionals @ . O

From this proposition we have the following additional property (see Papageor-
giou and Winkert [26]).

Corollary 3.4. If hypotheses H(a) (i), (i), (iii), H(B) and Hy hold, then the func-
tionals ¢ and i satisfy the PS-condition.
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Now using the direct method, we can produce two solutions of constant sign.

Proposition 3.5. Assume that hypotheses H(a), H(S) and Hy hold. Then prob-
lem (1.1) admits at least two constant sign solutions, ug € int C1 and vy € —int Cy,
both local minimizers of the energy functional ¢.

Proof. First we produce the positive solution. From Proposition 3.3 we know
that ¢4 is coercive. Also, using the Sobolev embedding theorem and the trace
theorem (which guarantee the compactness of the corresponding embedding and
trace maps), we see that ¢ is sequentially weakly lower semicontinuous. So, by
the Weierstrass theorem, we can find ug € W1P(Q) such that

(3.15) @y (up) = inf[@y (u) : u € WHP(Q)].

By virtue of hypotheses H(a) (iv) and H; (iv), given € > 0, we can find § =
d(e) € (0,1) such that

(3.16) G(y) <
(3.17) f(z2) >

1
—[é+€ly|? for all y € RY with |y| <

q

(no(2) — €)x4™"  for almost all z € Q, all x € [0, §].

Since (g, 3) € int C'y, we can choose t € (0,1) small such that

(3.18) tii(q, 6)(2) € (0,8] and #|Diy(q, B)(2)| < forall z € Q.
Then we have

¢7+ (tﬁl(qv B))

2 e+ d 1Dis(a. HIIg + - 5( )(tia (g, 5)) d —/F( tin (g, ) d

qc € a1(q, )12 5 2)(ta1(q, o A z, tt1(q, z

(see (3.1), (3.16), (3.18))

N

t? -
< Sl A+ o [ B8 = [ () - (e

(see (3.17), (3.18) and recall that 6 € (0,1),q < p)

t? . -
<Ce[Ipin@Alg+ [ AE mte s o] + S hiaf)

— % Qng(z)ﬂl(q,ﬁ)q dz + E e (recall that ||a1(q,B)|l = 1)

=2 [ @hala.B) = mle) inla B)7d + eCuenB) + 1)

q Q
Note that

/(770(2) —&Mi(q, ) (g, B)"dz =& >0 (see hypothesis H (iv)).
Q
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Then s
¢+ (tir(g, B)) < 7 [—=&" +e(Milg, B) +1)].
Choosing € € (07 ﬁ;)“), we see that parenthesis here?

G (tti(q,B) <0, = @4(ug) <0=p4(0) (see (3.15), hence ug # 0.
From (3.15), we have

¢ (ug) =0

= (A(uo),h) + [ |uol’uohdz+ [ B(z)(ug)?~'hdo
Q2 o0

(3.19) = / Filz,up)hdz for all h € WhP(Q).
Q

In (3.19) we choose h = —uy; € WHP(Q). Using Lemma 2.3(c), (3.1) and
hypothesis H(/3), we obtain

C

~IDug |5+ llug|F <O = uo >0, ug #0.

Therefore (3.19) becomes

(A(uo), )+ [ B(z)ub™'h dcr:/ f(z,up)hdz for all Le WHP(Q) (see (3.1)),
o9 Q
= wyg is a positive solution of (1.1) (see Papageorgiou and Radulescu [21]).

From Winkert [29], we have that ug € L>(£2). So, we can apply the regularity
result of Lieberman [14] and infer that

ug € C4\{0}.

Hypotheses H; (i), (iv) imply that given any p > 0, we can find £, > 0 such
that

(3.20) flz,2)+ & aP 1 >0 for almost all z € Q, all x € [0, ] .

Let p = ||uo|| and let £, > 0 be as postulated by (3.20). We have
—diva(Dug(2)) +&uo(2)P~ = f(z,u0(2)) +Epuo(2)P~! = 0 for almost all 2z € Q
(see (3.20) and Papageorgiou and Radulescu [21]), and so
(3.21) diva(Dug(2)) < Eyuo(z)?~"  for almost all z € Q.

Let &o(t) = tag(t) for all ¢ > 0. From hypothesis H(a) (iii) and (2.1), we have
the following one-dimensional estimate:

tEL(t) = t2ap(t) +tag(t) = cz tP~1  for all t > 0 and some c7 > 0.
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Integrating by parts leads to
t t
(3.22) / s&\(s)ds = tfo(t)—/ €o(s)ds = t?ap(t)—Go(t) > T forallt > 0.
0 0 p
We set H(t) = t2ao(t) — Go(t) and Ho(t) = cot?/p for all t > 0. For § € (0,1)
and s > 0, we introduce the sets
Ci={te(0,1): H(t) > s} and Cy={te (0,1): Ho(t) > s}.

From (3.22) we see that Co C C; and so inf C; < inf Cy. Then from Leoni [13]
(see p.6), we have
H~Y(s) < Hg '(s).

5 5 5
1 1 d
/7gd5>/7d5:€_p/—8:+00
0 H‘l(ﬁsp) o Hy (fsp) CilJo s

Then because of (3.21) we can apply the strong maximum principle of Pucci
and Serrin ([27], p.111) and have u(z) > 0 for all z € Q. Subsequently, using
the boundary point lemma of Pucci and Serrin ([27], p. 120) we have ug € int C';.
Since

Hence

¢+|C+ - SD|C+ (See (31))7

we infer that ug € int O is local C''(Q)-minimizer of ¢, hence using Theorem 2.6,
we have that ug is also a local WP (Q)-minimizer of (.

In a similar fashion, working this time with the functional ¢_, we produce
vg € —int C4 a negative solution of problem (1.1), which is a local minimizer of
the energy functional ¢. O

In fact we can produce extremal constant sign solutions of (1.1), that is, the
smallest positive solution and the biggest negative solution. To reach that point,
we need some preliminary work.

Hypotheses H; (i),(iii) imply that given ¢ > 0 and r € (p,p*), we can find
cs = cg(€,r) > 0 such that

(3.23)  f(z,x)x = (no(z) —€)|z|? — cs|x|” for almost all z€ Q all z € R.

This unilateral growth estimate on the reaction, leads to the following auxiliary
Robin problem:

—diva(Du(2)) = (m0(2) — €)|u(2)|""u(z) — eslu(2)["u(z) nQ,
(3.24) ou
ong

Proposition 3.6. Assume that hypotheses H(a) and H(B) hold, ng € L*>(Q)
is as in hypothesis Hy () and p < r < p*. Then for all € > 0 small enough,
problem (3.24) has a unique positive solution @ € int C, and since (3.18) is odd,
then v = —u € —int C'y is the unique negative solution.

(2) + B()|u(2)""*u(z) = 0 on 99
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Proof. First we establish the existence of a positive solution for problem (3.24).
Let py : WHP(Q) — R be the C'-functional defined, for all u € WP(Q), by

u) = uzllfp1 zu+pcr—1 2) —eNut)dz
() /QG<D>d+p|| ||,,+p/mﬂ< Yty d q/9<no<> ()i d
+ =t

Using Corollary 2.4, hypothesis H () and recalling that ng € L>()., we have

C1 1 _ r
1) > sl Dull Sl = o[l = ) for some o > 0
(recall that ¢ <p <)
C1 1 _ r—
ZmHDUHg‘F;HU [+ co(||u™][;~% = 1)[|u™]f,

—> 44 IS coercive.

Also, via the Sobolev embedding theorem and the trace theorem, we can check
that py is sequentially weakly lower semicontinuous. So, by the Weierstrass theo-
rem, we can find @ € WHP(Q) such that

(3.25) g (@) = infuy (u) : u € WHP(Q)].

Reasoning as in the proof of Proposition 3.5, using the hypothesis on ny €
L>°(Q) (see hypothesis H; (iv)), for € > 0 small we have

p (@) <0=pyi(0) = a#0.
From (3.25) we have /, (@) = 0, and hence, for all h € WhP(Q),

<A(ﬂ),h>—/(a_)17—1hdz+ » B(Z)(ﬁ+)p_1hda

Q
(3.26) = / (no(2) — e)(@T) 1  hdz — cs / (@) hdz
2 Q
In (3.26) we choose h = —a~ € WHP(Q), and using Corollary 2.4, we have
C1 ~ - - .
p_lllDu IP+la" |k <0 = >0, a#0.

Therefore (3.26) becomes

(3.27) (A(a),hy+ | B(z)a" *hdo = /(no(z) — )l thdz — 08/ " thdz
a0 Q Q
for all h € WP(Q) and for € > 0 small.

From (3.27) it follows that 4 is a positive solution of (3.24) (see Papageorgiou
and Radulescu [21]). As before the nonlinear regularity theory of Lieberman [14],
p- 320, and the nonlinear maximum principle of Pucci and Serrin [27], pp. 111,120,
imply that @ € int C..
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Next we show the uniqueness of this positive solution.
To this end, let j: L1(2) — R = RU{+o0} be the integral functional defined by

1
. GDu' N dz+= | Blz)uP/Udo if u>0,ul/e € Whr(Q),
Jj(u) = Q P Joa

400 otherwise.

Let uq,up € domj = {u € LY(Q) : j(u) < 400} (the effective domain of j). Let

1 1
v = ul/q and vy = u2/q.

We have vy, vy € WHP(Q). We set
v = (tu; + (1 — t)ug)/?, with t € [0,1].
Using Lemma 1 of Diaz and Saa [6], we have

|Du(2)] < (Do (2)|? + (1 = 1) Dva(2)|%) "/
= Go(|Dv(2)]) < Go((t|Dv1(2)|? + (1 = )| Dua(2)[7)1/9)
(since Gy(-) is increasing)
< tGo(|Duy (2)Y9]) + (1 — ) Go(|Dusa(2)9)) for almost all z €€
(see hypothesis H (a) (iv))
—  G(Dv(2)) < tG(Dui(2)Y7) + (1 — t)G(Dusa(2)'/7) for almost all z € Q,

—  uw— [ G(Du'9)dz is convex.
Q

Similarly, since 5 > 0 and ¢ < p, we have that u faQ B(z)uP/do is convex.
Therefore it follows that the integral functional j(-) is convex. Also, using Fatou’s
lemma, we see that j(-) is lower semicontinuous.

Suppose that u; and ug are positive solutions of problem (3.24). From the first
part of the proof, we have

uy, ug € int Cy .

So, for every h € C1(Q2) and for || > 0 small, we have
ul +th,ud +th € domj.

We can see that j(-) is Gateaux differentiable at u{ and ug in the direction h.
Moreover, using the chain rule and the nonlinear Green’s identity (see, for example,
Gasinski and Papageorgiou [8], p. 120), we have

J )y =1 /Q —diva(Du), ;.

q wi™t

7 (ud)(h) = 1/ _d#f?w)hda for all h € C'(Q).
Q u
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The convexity of j(-) implies the monotony of j’. Hence

0< /Q (—diva(Dul) B —diva(DuQ))(ug —ud)dz

q—1 q—1
Uy Uz

= /Q cs (uyg P —ul Hui—ud)dz = w3 =wus (since g <r).

This proves the uniqueness of the positive solution u € int C'y..
The oddness of (3.24) implies that © = —a € —int C;. is the unique negative
solution of (3.24). O

The functions u € int C and v € —int C'}. from Proposition 3.6, provide bounds
for the constant sign solutions of problem (1.1).

Let S; (resp. S_) be the set of positive (resp. negative) solutions of (1.1).
From Proposition 3.5 and its proof, we know that

S+ 7& @ and S.;,_ g int C+
S_#@ and S_ CintC,.

Also, as in Filippakis, Kristaly and Papageorgiou [7], exploiting the monotonic-
ity of the map A(-), we have that

Sy is downward directed,
that is, if ui,us € Sy, then there exists u € S; such that v < ug,u < ug. Also,
S_ is upward directed,
that is, if v1,vo € S_, then there exists v € S_ such that v; < v, vy < v.

Proposition 3.7. Assume that hypotheses H(a), Hy and H(f3) hold. Then t < u
forallue Sy andv <0 for allve S_.

Proof. We do the proof for the elements of S, the proof for the elements of S_
being similar.
So, let u € Sy and let ¥,,: Q xR — R be the Carathéodory function defined by

0 if z <0,
(3.28) Yu(z,2) =< (no(z) —€)x?™t — cga™ 1 4 2P~ 1 if 0 <z < u(z),
(no(2) — e)u(2)47t — cgu(z)" "t +u(z)P~ ifu(z) <x.

Let ©,(z,2) = foz Yu(2,s) ds and consider the C'-functional 4;" : WP(Q) — R
defined, for all w € WHP(Q), by

3 = wzlwp1 2)(wT )P do — z,w)dz
ﬁ(w)—/QG(D )d+ o ||p+p/mﬂ< ) d /Qeuu )dz.
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From (3.28) it is clear that 4} is coercive. Also, it is sequentially weakly lower

semicontinuous. So, we can find u € WP(Q) such that

(3.29) Al (@) = inf[3," (w) : w € WHP(Q)).

As before (see the proof of Proposition 3.5), for ¢ € (0,1) small such that
ti1(q, B) < w (recall that u € int C'y and use Lemma 3.3. of Filippakis, Kristaly
and Papageorgiou [7]), we have

S5 (,8) <0=47(0) = 37 (@) <0=4}(0) (see (3.29)), hence @ 0.
From (3.29), we have (9,7) (@) = 0, hence, for all h € WP(Q),
(3.30)  (A(@),h) + /|u|p 2uhdz+/ B(z) @ty 1hda—/19 (2, 0)h d=

In (3.30), first we choose h = —u~ € WP(Q). Using Corollary 2.4 and (3.28),
we obtain

um|P+[uhb<0 = a>0, u#0.
Also, on (3.30) we act with (u —u)™ € WHP(Q). Then

<A(a),(a—u)+>+/u” Ya —u)Tdz + B(z)aP~ (@ — u) T dz

Q [219]

:/Q[(WO(Z) —e)ul™" —cgu" T+ uP T (u — u)Tdz (see (3.28))

f(z, u)(ﬂ—u)*dz—k/ uP~H(u—u)Tdz (see (3.23) and recall u € int C)

Q Q

=(A(u), (u—u)T) —|—/Qup71(ﬂ—u)+dz + aﬂﬂ(z)upfl(ﬂ—uﬁda (since ueSy),

= (a(Du) — a(Du), Da — Du)p~ dz + / (P~ —uP™ N (a — u) dz+
{u>u} {u>u}

B2) (@™t —uP™ ) (@ — u)Tdo <0,

a0
= |{& > u}|n = 0 (see Lemma 1 and hypothesis H(3)),
—

it seems there
was no Lemma
1 in the paper

= u e [0,u] ={weW(Q):0< w(z) <u(z) for almost all z € Q}, a#0.
Then (3.30) becomes
W+ [ Bathdo = [ (m() - 9ur ! — s hds
a0 Q
for all h € WHP(Q) (see (3.28)),

=
]

= 4 is a positive solution of (3.24) (see Papageorgiou and Radulescu [21]),
= =1 € int C} (see Proposition 3.6),
— u<u foraluesS;.

In a similar fashion we show that v < ¥ for all v € S_. O
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Now we re ready to produce extremal constant sign solutions for problem (1.1),
that is the smallest positive and the biggest negative solutions of (1.1).

Proposition 3.8. Assume that hypotheses H(a), Hy and H(/3) hold. Then prob-
lem (1.1) has a smallest positive solution u. € int C; and a biggest negative solu-
tion v, € —int C1.

Proof. First we produce the smallest positive solution.
Since S; is downward directed, without any loss of generality, we may assume
that

(3.31) [|ulloo < M3 for some Mz >0 all u € Sy.

From Hu and Papageorgiou [10], p. 178, we know that we can find {uy, },>1 C S+
such that
inf S, = inf u, .
n=1

For every n > 1, we have

(3.32) A(uy),h) + - B(z)uP " hdo = /Qf(z,un)h dz for all h € WHP(Q),

< Uy for all n > 1.

Choosing h = u, € WH?(Q) in (3.32) and using Corollary 2.4, hypothesis
H(p), (3.31) and hypothesis H; (i), we see that

{un}tns1 € WHP(Q) is bounded .
So, by passing to a suitable subsequence if necessary, we may assume that
(3.33)  up = u, in WHP(Q) and uy, — u, in LP(Q) and in LP(9Q) as n — oo .

In (3.32), we choose h = u,, — u. € WP(Q), pass to the limit as n — oo and
use (3.33). Then
lim (A(uy), tun —us) =0

n—oQ

(3.34) = u, — uy in WHP(Q) as n — oo (see Proposition 2.8), @ < ..

So, if in (3.32) we pass to the limit as n — oo and use (3.34), then

(A(uy), h) + B(z)ut™ hdo :/ f(z,ux)hdz for all h € WHP(Q), @ < u.
o9 Q

=  ux € Sy and u, =1inf Sy .

Similarly we produce the biggest negative solution v, € —int C} of problem (1.1).
O

Now that we have extremal constant sign solutions, we can produce a nodal
(sign changing) solution of problem (1.1). This requires a strengthening of the con-
dition on the reaction f(z,-) near zero. Nevertheless, the new stronger requirement
does not alter the overall geometry of the problem.
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The new hypotheses on f(z,z), are the following:

(H2) f:Q xR — Risa Carathéodory function, f(z,0) = 0 for almost all z € Q,
hypotheses Hj (i), (ii), and (iii) are the same as the corresponding
hypotheses H (i), (ii), and (iii), and

(iv) @Xag, B) < liminf ZZ5L wniformly for almost all 2 € €.

In what follows, u, € intCy and v, € —intCy and v, € —int C; are the
extremal constant sign solutions of problem (1.1) produced in Proposition 3.8.
Using them in the next proposition, we produce a nodal solution.

Proposition 3.9. If hypotheses H(a), Hy and H() hold, then problem (1.1)
admits a nodal solution yo € [vs,u.] N CH(Q).

Proof. Let u, € intCy and v, € —intC4 be the two extremal constant sign
solutions produced in Proposition 3.8. We introduce the following modifications
of the reaction f(z,z) and the boundary term B(z)|z|[P~2x:

F(2,04(2)) + |02 (2) [P 20s(2)  if 2 < vi(2),
(3.35) k(z,z) =< f(z,2)+ |z|P 22 if v.(2) < 2 < ul(2),
f(z,us(2)) + us(2)P7L if uu(z) <z
for all (z,2) € Q x R;
B(2)|vx(2)[P 20 (2)  if 7 < vi(2),
(3.36) b(z,z) =< B(2)|z|P 2z if v.(2) < 2 < uu(2),
B(2)us(2)P~t if un(z) < x
for all (z,z) € 002 x R.

We also consider the positive and negative truncations of k(z,-) and b(z, -):
ki(z,x) = k(z,22%) and bi(z,z) = b(z, £a7T).
All these functions are Carathéodory. We set
K(z,x) = / k(z,8)ds, Ki(z,z)= / ki(z,s)ds,
0 0
B(z,z) = / b(z,s)ds, Buy(z,z)= / bi(z,s)ds.
0 0

We introduce the C'-functionals v, 14 : W1P(2) — R defined by

u):/G(Du)dz-i-%Hqu-i-/ B(z,u)da—/K(@u)dz

1
/GDu dz + —||ul[p + / Bizuda—/Kizu
p

for all u € WHP(Q).
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In what follows, we use the following three order intervals in W (Q):
I =[v.,u.] ={uecW(Q) : v.(x) < u(2) < u.(z) for almost all z € Q},
Iy = [0,u.] = {u € WHP(Q) : 0 < u(z) < ux(2) for almost all z € Q},
I =[vs,0] = {u € WHP(Q) : v.(2) < u(z) <0 for almost all z € Q}.
Claim 1.
Ky CI, Ky, ={0,u.}, Ky_ = {v,,0}.
Let u € Ky. Then

(3.37) (A(u),h) + |u|p72uhdz—|—/ b(z,u)hdcr:/k(z,u)hdz.
Q o0 Q

In (3.37), first we choose h = (u — u,)™ € WHP(Q). Using (3.35) and (3.36),

we have

(Alw). (= u) )+ [

Q

- / [F(za) + 02 (u — ) da
Q

= (A(u), (u—u) ")+ /Q (0 — ) dz

P (u— u,) T dz + B2l (u — uy) T do
o9

+ (2)ul™ (u — uy)Tdo (since u, € Sy),
o9

= (a(Du)—a(Du*),Du—Du*)RNdz—i—/ (Pt — w1 (u—u,) dz=0,
{u>u.} {u>u.}

= [{u>u.}|n =0 ( see Lemma 2.3), hence u < u,.

If in (3.37) we choose h = (v, —v)T € WP(Q), then reasoning in a similar
way, we obtain v, < u. Therefore we conclude that

Ky CI=v,us.
In a similar way, we show that
Ky, CI.=[0,u,] and Ky CI=[v,0].

The extremality of u, € int Cy and v, € —int C'; (see Proposition 3.8), implies
that
Ky, ={0,u,} and Ky ={0,v.}.

This proves Claim 1.

Claim 2. u, € int Cy and v, € —int Cy are local minimizers of 1.

Consider the functional ;. From (3.35), (3.36) and Corollary 2.4, it is clear
that ¢4 is coercive. Also, the Sobolev embedding theorem and the trace theorem
imply that 14 is sequentially weakly lower semicontinuous.
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So, we can find @, € WHP(Q) such that
(3.38) Yy () = infpy (u) :u € WHP(Q)] = m.

As in the proof of Proposition 3.5, for ¢ € (0,1) small, we have ti;1(q, 8) < us
(see Lemma 3.3 of Filippakis, Kristaly and Papageorgiou [7]) and then

Gy (i (g,8)) <0 = ¢y (u.) <0=11(0), hence G, #0.
From (3.38) we have
s € Ky, \{0} = 1y =u, €intCy (see Claim 1).

Clearly ¥|c, = ¢y|c,. So, u, € intCy is a local C''(Q)-minimizer of .
Therefore, we can use Theorem 2.6 and conclude that w, € intC, is a local
WLP(Q)-minimizer of 1.

Similarly for v, € —intC, using this time the functional ¢)_. This proves
Claim 2.

Without any loss of generality, we may assume that

(3.39) P(ve) < (ux).

The analysis is similar if the opposite inequality holds. Also, we may assume
that Ky is finite. Indeed, if K is finite, than Claim 1 and the extremality of u.
and v, imply that we have an infinity of nodal solutions. So, Claim 2 implies that
we can find p € (0, 1) small such that

(3.40)  P(vs) < P(us) < inflep(w) : [lu = uall = pl = mp,  [Jus = vul[ > p

(see Aizicovici, Papageorgiou and Staicu [1], proof of Proposition 29). The func-
tional 1) is coercive (see (3.35),(3.36) and Corollary 2.4). So, we infer that

(3.41) 1 satisfies the PS-condition

(see Corollary 3.4). Then (3.40) and (3.41) above, permit the use of Theorem 2.1
(the mountain pass theorem) and find yo € W?(Q) such that
(

3.42) yo € Ky and m, < ¥(yo).
From (3.42), (3.40) and Claim 1, we have
Yo € [vs, us]\{vs,us} = o is a solution of (1.1) (see (3.35), (3.36)).

So, if we show that yo # 0, then because of the extremality of u, and v, we
have that yq is nodal.

Since yg is a critical point of ¥ of mountain pass type with reference points
uy € int C4 and v, € —int Cy (see (3.40)), we have

(3.43) ¥(yo) = Inf max $(y(t))

where I ={yeC(0,1], WHP(Q)) : v(0) = vs, y(1) = us}

According to (3.43), in order to show the nontriviality of yo, it suffices to
produce 7. € I' such that 9|, < 0. In what follows, we construct such a path.
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Let 0BF" = {u € LY(Q) : [|ul|; = 1} and set
M=W4"(Q)NdBFK and M.=MnC'Q).
We introduce the following two sets of paths:

D= {5 € C(-1,1], M) : 4(=1) = —iu(g, 5),4(1) = @ (q, B)},
Lo = {§ € C(-1,1], Me) : 4(=1) = —iu(q. 8),4(1) = (a, B)}-

From Papageorgiou and Radulescu [23], we know that I is dense in I for the
relative Wl’p(Q)-§op010gy. Then using Proposition 2.7, we see that given 4 > 0,
we can find 4y € I'; such that

(3.44) max_&9(J0(t)) < éXa(g, B) + 9,

—1<t<1

where we recall that ¥(u) = || Dul[2 + [, B(2)|u|?do for all u € WHe(Q).

Hypothesis H(a) (iv) implies that given € > 0, we can find §; = d;(e) > 0 such
that

(3.45) Gly) < £

for all y € RN with |y| <
q

Also, hypothesis Ha(iv) implies that we can find d2 > 0 and & > 65\2(q,3)
such that

1
(3.46) —&lz|? < F(z,z) for almost all z € Q, all |z| < 62
q

Let § = min{dy,d2,1}. Since 49 € ['e, uy € int C4, v, € —int Cy, we can find
€ (0,1) small such that, for all t € [~1,1], all z € Q,

(3.47) TH0(t) € [ve,us],  T0()(2)] <6, T[DY(t)(2)] <6

Then for all ¢ € [—1, 1], we have

D30 (0) /G DAt ))dz+ [ e ()|pdo—/QF(z,T%(t))dz
(see (3.35), (3.36) and (3.47))
7 || DAo (1) |8 + 7 /8 Aot e ~ ;f o ()2
(see (3.45), (3.46) and recall that ¢ < p,d < 1)

c+e

<

< Z i@l B) + 9 + e &l
(see (3.44) and recall that [|50(t)||q = 1).

Since &y > Ej\g(q, B) and 6,3 > ( are arbitrary, we can choose them small so that

(T3 (t)) <0 for all t € [—1,1].
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Let 79 = 790. This is a continuous path in W'?(Q) connecting —71 (g, ) and
Ta1(q, 8) and have

(3.48) ¥l < 0.

Let my € R be as in (3.38). We have see that

(3.49) Yy (us) =my <0 =1v,(0).

Invoking the second deformation theorem (see, for example, Gasinski and Pa-
pageorgiou [8], p.628), we can find a deformation h: [0, 1] x (1/)3\K3+) = ¢
such that
(3.50) h(0,u)=u forallue 1/)&\K18,+,

(3.51)  h(LwI\KD,) SO,
(3.52)  y(h(t,u)) < Y4 (h(s,u)) forall (t,s) €[0,1],s<t, allue 1/)3\K3+.

Since u, € Ky, , from Claim 1 and (3.49), we se that ¢}'" = {u.}. Also,

Y (rin(g, 8)) = (T (g, B)) = ¥(20(1)) <0 (see (3.48))
—  7in(g, ) € YI\KY, = v5\{0}.
Therefore we can define
Y4 (t) = h(t,mi1(q, B))* forall t € [0,1].
This is a continuous path in Wl’P(Q). we have

74 (0) = 711 (g, B) (see (3.50) and recall that (g, 5) € int C ),
v+(1) = h(1,7i1(g, B))* = u. (see (3.51) and recall that 1" = {u.}).

So, the continuous path in W1?(2) connects Tﬂl(q,B) and wu,. Moreover, for
all t € [0,1], we have

P(v4(t) = (h(t, Tir(q, B)F)
=1y (h(t, Tl (q, B))) (since ¥lc, =Plc,)
<y (i (g, B)) (see (3.52))

= 1(7i (g, B)) (since ¢y ]c, = ¥lc,)
< 0 (see (3.43)),
(3.53) = |y, <0.

In a similar fashion we produce a continuous path in W17 (Q) connecting —71i1 (q, 5)
and v, for which we have

(3.54) ¥l <O0.
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We concatenate g, v+, 77— and generate v, € v such that
Y]y, <0 (see (3.48), (3.53), (3.54)) = wyo #0.

So, yo € CY(Q) (nonlinear regularity theory, see Lieberman [14]) is a nodal
solution of (1.1). O

Therefore, we can state our first multiplicity theorem for problem (1.1) (reso-
nant problems).

Theorem 3.10. Assume that hypotheses H(a), Hy and H(B) hold. Then prob-
lem (1.1) has at least three nontrivial solutions

up €intCy, wy€ —intCy and yo € [vo,ue] N CH(Q) nodal.

Remark 3.11. Three solutions theorems for coercive problems, were also proved
by Liu [15] and Liu and Liu [16] (Dirichlet problems driven by the p-Laplacian)
and Kyritsi and Papageorgiou [11] (Neumann problems driven by p-Laplacian).
However, none of the aforementioned works allows for resonance to occur. Also,
they do not obtain nodal solutions, neither extremal constant sign solutions.

4. Semilinear problems

In this section we deal with the semilinear problem (that is, a(y) = y for all
y € RY). Under stronger regularity conditions on the reaction f(z,-), we can
improve Theorem 3.10 and produce a second nodal solution for a total of four
nontrivial solutions.

The problem under consideration is the following:

du
on
The hypotheses on the reaction f(z,x), are the following:

(4.1) — Au(z) = f(z,u(z)) in Q, + B(z)u(z) =0 on 9.

(Hs) f:Q xR — R is ameasurable function such that for almost all z €
f(2,0) =0, f(z,-) € C}(R) and
() |fi(z,2)] < a(z)(1 + |z|"2) for almost all z € Q, all z € R, with a € L>(Q)
and 2 < r < 2%
(i) limsup f(z,z)/x < A1 (2, 8) uniformly for almost all z € Q;

r—+o0

(iii) lim [f(z,2)z —2F(z,x)] = 400 uniformly for almost all z € €;

r—+o0

(iv) there exist integer m > 2 and §p > 0 such that

f(Z,CL') \

< Am+1(2,8) uniformly for almost all z € Q,

Fo(z,0) = lim

x—0 €T
fglc(vo) §—£ 5‘m+1(276)7
}‘m(276) 2

F(z,z) > —y ¢ for almost all z € £, all |z| < dg.
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Remark 4.1. Hypothesis Hs (i) implies that given p > 0, we can find £, > 0
such that for almost all z € Q, the function = — f(z,2) + £,z is nondecreas-
ing on [—p, p]. Note that now we have weakened a little the condition near zero
(see hypothesis Hs (iv) and compare with hypothesis Hs (iv), where the inequality
is strict with respect to 5\2(2, B)). The reason is the extra regularity structure
on f(z,-) and the semilinearity of the problem. A careful reading of the proof of
Proposition 3.9 reveals that the strict inequality in hypothesis Hs (iv) was used in
order to be able to apply Proposition 2.7 and conclude that yo # 0, therefore yo is
nodal. In the present semilinear smooth case, this can be avoided and instead use
critical groups. Indeed, as we explain in detail in the proof of the next result (The-
orem 4.2), the energy functional ¢ has a local linking at the origin with respect to
the orthogonal direct sum

H Q) = H,, & Hyy1, where H,, =& E(\(2,08)), Hpyr = H-

and so
Cr(p,0) = k.4, Z for all k € Ng,d,,, = dim H,, (see [28])
(4.2) = Cy(®,0) =014, Z forall ke Nyandd, >2 (see [19]).

On the other hand, ¥ is a critical point of mountain pass-type of 1, hence

(4.3) Cr(t,y0) #0.

From (4.2) and (4.3) we have that yo is nontrivial, hence nodal.

Theorem 4.2. Assume that hypotheses Hs and H(B) hold. Then problem (4.1)
admits at least four nontrivial solutions

up €intCy, wvg € =it Cy  and Yo,y € intcl(ﬁ) [vo, ug] nodal.
Proof. From Theorem 3.10, we already have three nontrivial solutions,
up €intCy, wp€ —intCy and yo € [vo, uo) N C*(Q) nodal.

Of course we may assume that ug and vy are extremal (see Proposition 3.9).
Let p = max{||uo||so, ||v0]|loc} and let £, > 0 be as postulated by the previous
remark. Then

Ayo(2) + &yo(2) = f(2,90(2)) + Epyo(2) < f(z,u0(2)) + Epuo(2) (since yo < uo)
= —Aug(z) + &uo(z) for almost all z € Q,
= Aug —yo)(z) <& (up —yo)(z) for almost all z € Q (ug — yo € C+\{0}),
=  wup — yo € int C4 (by the maximum principle).
Similarly, we show that
Yo — v € int Cy .

Therefore we have proved that

(4.4) Yo € intea g [vo, uo] -
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As before, ¢: H'(2) — R is the energy functional for problem (4.1). So
1 1
o(u) = =||Dul|3 + —/ B(2)|ul*do — / F(z,u)dz for allue H*(Q).
2 2 Jog Q

Hypotheses Hsz imply that ¢ € C?(H(f2)). Also, let ¢ € C*(H'(Q2)) be the
truncated functional as in the proof of Proposition 3.9. From (3.35) and (3.36),
we have

¢|[v0,u0] - ’l/)|[v0,uo] .
So, (4.4) implies that
Ck(80|cl(§)7y0) = Ck(wcl(ﬁ)?yO) for all k >0
(4.5) = Ci(p,90) = Cr(h,y0) forall k>0
(since C*(Q) is dense in H'(f2), see Palais [19]).

Recall that yg is a critical point of ¢ of mountain pass type (see the proof of
Proposition 3.9). Hence

Ci(¥,90) #0 = Ci(p,y0) # 0 (see (4.5))
= Ci(p,yo) =0k1Z forallk >0
(see Bartsch Proposition 2.5 in [5])
(4.6) = Cr(¥,y0) = 01Z forall k >0 (see (4.5)).

Let E[m = @;’ZlE(S\Z(Zﬁ)) and ﬁm_ﬂ = Hﬁl = @iQm—&-lE(j\i(ZB)) (here
E(\:(2,8)) C C1(Q) is the eigenspace corresponding to the eigenvalue \;(2,3)).
We have

(4.7) HYQ) = Hyp @ Hyppr

From hypothesis Hj (iv) we see that given e > 0, we can find cg = cg(e) > 0
such that

1
F(z,x) < i(f;(z,O) + €)z® 4 colz|”  for almost all z € Q, all z € R.

If u e ﬁm+1, then

1 1 1 € -
o) > SIDulB+ 5 [ perEds = 3 [ £i0)uds = 5 full -~ ewlfu]
2 2 Joq 2 Ja 2
for some c19 > 0
> c11||ul|* = cio|ul|” for some ¢1; > 0 (see hypothesis Hs (iv)).
Since r > 2, we can find §; € (0,1) such that
(4.8) o(u) >0 forall u € Hyyq with 0 < [Jul] < 8y

Note that H,, C C'(Q) is finite dimensional and so all norms are equivalent.
So, we can find d5 > 0 such that

(4.9) w€ Hp,llu|| <02 = |u(z)| < forallzeQ.
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Hence if u € H,y,, ||u|| < 82, then

(2,5)

1 1 Ao
(410) o) < Lipul+ X / B(zyuldo — ul 2 < 0
2 2 Joe 2

(see (4.8) and hypothesis Hj (iv)).

From (4.8) and (4.10) we infer that ¢ has a local linking with respect to the
orthogonal direct sum decomposition (4.7). Since ¢ € C?*(H'(12)), from Proposi-
tion 2.3 of Su [28] we have

Ck(p,0) = 0k.4,,Z for all k >0, with d,,, = dim H,, > 2
(4.11) =  Cy(®,0) = Ok,d,Z forallk>0.

Recall that ug, vy are local minimizers of ¥ (see the proof of Proposition 3.9,
Claim 2). Hence

(4.12) O, uo) = Cr(t,v0) = 0poZ forall k0.
Finally recall that 1 is coercive (see (3.35), (3.36)). Therefore
(4.13) Cr(¥),00) = 0,0Z forallk >0.

Suppose that Ky = {0, w0, vo,yo}. Then from (4.6), (4.11), (4.12), (4.13) and
the Morse relation (see (2.6)) with ¢ = —1, we have

(1) +2(-1)°+ (-1)! = (-1)° = (=1)™ =0, a contradiction.
So, there exists § € Ky \{0, uo, vo,yo}. We have

7 € [vo,uo] (see the proof of Proposition 3.9, Claim 1)
— € CY(Q) (regularity theory) is a nodal solution of (4.1).

Moreover, as we did earlier for yg, we show that

§ € intga gy [vo, uo] - O

5. Oscillatory reaction

In this section we return to the study of problem (1.1) and we consider a reaction
with no global growth restriction. Instead, we assume a kind of oscillatory behavior
for f(z,-) near zero. Also, we weaken the conditions on the map a(-).

The new hypotheses on the map a(y) and the reaction f(z, z) are the following:

(H(a)") a(y) = ao(ly|)y for all y € RY with ag(t) > 0 for all t > 0, hypotheses
H(a)' (i), (ii), (iii) are the same as hypotheses H(a) (i), (ii), (iii), and
(iv) if Go(t) = fg sap(s) ds, then there exists ¢ € (1, p| such that

qGo(t)
4

lim sup < 400

t—0+
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and

(Hy) f:Q xR — Ris a Carathéodory function such that f(z,0) =0

for almost all z € €2, and

(i) for every p > 0, there exists a, € L>(Q)4 such that |f(z,z)| < a,(z) for
almost all z € Q, all |z| < p;

(ii) there exist functions wy € WP () N C(Q2) such that
w_(z) <co <0<cy <wy(z) forallzeQ,
A(w-) + B(2)|w_[P2w_ <0 < A(wy) + B(2)w? " in WHP(Q)*,
fz,wi(2) <0< f(z,w_(z)) forall z€Q;

(iii) there exist p € (1,¢) and ¢ > 0 such that
uF(z,2) = f(z,2)x > 0 for almost all z € 2, as 0 < |z < 4.

Remark 5.1. We stress that no global condition is imposed on f(z,-). In hypoth-
esis Hy (ii), the second inequality means that

(A(w_),h) + B(2)|w_[P"2w_hdo <0 < (A(wy),h) + ﬁ(z)wf’;lhda
o0 o0

for all h € WHP(Q) with h > 0. Evidently, hypothesis Hy (ii) is satisfied if there
exist c_ < 0 < ¢4 such that

f(z,c4) <0< f(z,c2) for almost all z € Q.

Hypotheses H, (ii), (iii) dictate a kind of oscillatory behavior for f(z,-) near
zero.

Example 5.2. The following function satisfies hypotheses Hy. For the sake of
simplicity, we drop the z-dependence:

|o|F 22 — |o|" 22 if |z| < 1,
fz) = .
n(x) if |z| > 1,
where n € C1(R) with n(+1) = 0.

Proposition 5.3. Assume that hypotheses H(a)', Hy and H(B3) hold. Then prob-
lem (1.1) admits at least two nontrivial constant sign solutions

uo € [0,we] Nint C+  and o € [w—,0] N (—int Cy).

Proof. First we produce the positive solution.
To this end we introduce the following truncation-perturbation of f(z,x):

0 if 2 < 0,

(5.1) ér(z,2) =13 f(z,x)+aP! if 0 <z <wy(z),
F(vws (2)) +ws ()P i (2) < -
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This is a Carathéodory function. We set E, (z,z) = Jy é+(z,5)ds and consider
the C'-functional 74 : WP(Q) — R defined, for all u € W1P(Q), by

T (u) = uzlup1 2)(ut)Pdo — 0 (2.u) dz
Fol >—/QG<D )dz+ | ||,,+p/mﬂ< J(utyrd /QE+<, ) dz.

From (5.1) it is clear that 7 is coercive. Also, it is sequentially weakly lower
semicontinuous. So, we can find ug € WP(£2) such that

(5.2) 7y (uo) = inf[7y (u) : u € WHP(Q)].
Hypothesis Hy (iii) implies that
(5.3) F(z,x) 2 ciz|x|*  for almost all z € Q, all |z] < J with ¢;2 > 0.

Also, hypothesis H (a)' (iv) implies that we can find § € (0, min{4, ¢, }) and ¢15 >0
such that

(5.4) Gly) < = |y|? for all y € RY with |y| < 6.

Let t € (0,1) small such that ti, (¢, 3)(z) < d for all z € Q (recall (g, 8) €
int C1). Then from (5.3) and (5.4) we have

tq013
q

Fo(tin (0, 8)) < 23 1Day (g, )10 + = / B(2)in (g, B)Pdo — crat*|lin (g, B
q Joq

(see (5.1)).

Since p < q¢ < p (see Hy (iv)), choosing ¢t € (0,1) even smaller if necessary, we
will have

T+ (tui(g, B)) <0 = 74(ug) < 0=74(0) (see (5.2)), so ug # 0.

From (5.2) we have 7/ (ug) = 0, and so, for all h € WP (1),
(5.5) (A(ug), h) —|—/ luo|P~2ugh dz —|—/ B(2)(ud )P~ hdo = / é4(z,up)hdz.
Q o9 Q

In (5.5) we choose h = —uy € WHP(Q). Then

Z%HDU&H% + [lug [I5 < 0 (see Corollary 2.4 and (5.1)) == wup > 0,u0 #0.
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Also, in (5.5) we choose h = (ug — w4 )T € WHP(Q). We have

(Aua), (= )"+ [ ™ o = we) et [ B o — ) o
Q o0

= /§Zé+(z,u0)(u0 —wy)tdz
= /Q[f(z,w+) +w? (ug — wy) Tdz (see (5.1))

< <A(w+)7 (UQ—w+)+> _|_/Q wﬁ—l(uo—w_i_)‘*‘dz + o ﬁ(z)wﬁ_l(uO—wJ’_)"‘dU
(see hypothesis Hy (ii))

= (A(ug) — Awy), (ug —wi)*) + /Q(ug*1 —wh M) (up — wy)Tdz

o [ B )i <0
= |{uo > wi}|n =0 (see Lemma 2.3), hence ug < ws.
So, we have proved that

(5.6) g €[0,wy] ={ue WHP(Q): 0 < u(z) < wy(z) for almost all z € O}

From (5.1) and (5.6), equation (4.12) becomes 1:So(r£rle](;t2) the
\beta(z), | (A(wo), ) + | Bz0ul" hdo — / Fouo) hde for all h € Wh(Q) reference?,
guess ’ oo * o’ » |check

and this implies

—diva(Dug(z)) = f(z,uo(z)) for almost all z € €,
(5.7 dug
ong

+B(z)ub™" =0 on dQ (see Papageorgiou and Ridulescu [21]).

Hypotheses Hy (i), (iii) imply that given p > 0, we can find £, > 0 such that
(5.8) f(z,x)x +&,|z|P >0 for almost allz € Q, all |z| < p.

From (5.7) and the nonlinear regularity theory of Lieberman [14], p. 320, we
have ug € C;\{0}. Let p = |Juo||co and let £, > 0 be as in (5.8). Then from (5.7),
we have

diva(Dug(2)) < €yup(z)P~* for almost all z € Q
= wg € int C} (see Pucci and Serrin [27], pp. 111,120).

For the negative solution, we introduce the Carathéodory function

fzyw_(2)) + |w_(2)[P2w_(2) ifz <w_(2),
(5.9) é_(z,2) =2 flz,2)+ |xP7 % ifw_(z) <x <0,
0 if0<a.
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Weset E_(z,2) = [ é_(z,s)ds, and consider the C'-functional 7_ : W?(Q) — R
defined, for all u € WP(Q), by

T = uzlup—1 z)(u" )Pdo — 5 (z,u)dz
= [ @Dwds+ il =< [ sy [ B

Working as above with the functional 7_ and suing (5.9), we produce a negative
solution vy € —int Cy.. O

We introduce the following Carathéodory function:
Few(2) + o (2)P~2w_(2) iz < w_(2),

(5.10)  é(z,2) =1 f(z,2) + |z|P~ 22 if w_(2)
Pz (2)) +wi () if w (2)

We set E(z,2) = [ é(2,5)ds and consider the C''-functional 7 : W'?(Q) — R
defined, for all u € WHP(§2 ) by

7 = uzlup1 ulPdo — (2. u) dz
(u)—/QGw)d o |Ip+p/mﬁ()||d /QE<7>d

As in the proof of Proposition 3.9 (see Claim 1), using (5.10), we show that
(5.11) K; C [w_,wq].

Hypothesis Hy (iii) implies the presence of a concave (that is a p-superlinear
as ¢ — 0) term (see 5.3) and this leads to the following result due to Papageorgiou
and Radulescu [23] (the first result in this direction for a more restricted class of
functionals, goes back to Moroz [17]).

Proposition 5.4. If hypotheses H(a)', Hy and H(B) hold, then Ci(7,0) =0 for
all k > 0.

Now we are ready for our second multiplicity theorem for problem (1.1). Note
that this theorem, we do not provide information concerning the sign of the third
solution.

Theorem 5.5. Assume that hypotheses H(a)', Hy and H(j) hold. Then prob-
lem (1.1) admits at least three nontrivial solutions:

ug € [0,wy]Nint Cy, wo € [w_,0] N (=int Cy), yo € [w_,wy]NCHQ).
Proof. From Proposition 5.3 we already have two constant sign solutions
ug € int [0,wy]Nint Cy  and  wg € [w_,0] N (—int Cy).

From the proof of Proposition 5.3 we know that
e wug is a minimizer of the functional 7.

e g is a minimizer of the functional 7_.
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From (5.1), (5.9) and (5.10), we see that
7A'_;,_|C+ = 7A'|c+ and 7A——|—C+ = 7A—|_C+'

So, ug € int Cy and vy € —int Cy are also local C'*(Q)-minimizers of #. The-
orem 2.6 implies that they are also local WP (Q)-minimizers of 7. Without any
loss of generality we may assume that 7(vg) < 7(ug) (the analysis is similar if the
opposite inequality holds). Also, we assume that K; is finite or otherwise we al-
ready have an infinity of distinct nontrivial solutions for problem (1.1) (see (5.11)).
Since ug is a local minimizer of 7, we can find p € (0,1) small such that

(5.12) #(vo) < #(up) < inf[#(w) : [lu — uol| = p = my, oo — wo|| > p (see [1]).

The functional 7 is coercive (see (5.10)) and so we know that it satisfies the
PS-condition (see Corollary 3.4). Using this fact and (5.12), we see that we can
apply Theorem 2.1 (the mountain pass theorem) and produce yo € WP() such
that

(5.13) yo € K3 C [w_,w4] (see (5.11)) and m, < 7(yo)-
From (5.12) and (5.13), we see that
Yo & {vo, uo}-
Also since yq is a critical point of 7 of mountain pass type, we have
(5.14) C1(%,90) #0.
From Proposition 5.4 we know that
(5.15) Crp(7,0) =0 forallk>0.

Comparing (5.14) and (5.15), we infer that yo # 0. Finally the nonlinear
regularity theory (see [14]), implies that yo € [w_, w4 ]NC(Q) (see also (5.13)). O

If we return to the stronger conditions H(a) for the map a(-) and we impose a
unilateral growth condition f(z,-), we can improve Theorem 5.5 and provide sign
information for the third solution.

The new hypotheses on the reaction f(z,z) are the following:

(Hs) f: QxR — Risa Carathéodory function such that f(z,z) are the following:

remove?

(i) for every p > 0, there exists a, € L>(Q)4 such that |f(z,z)| < a,(z) for
almost all z € Q, all |z| < p;

(ii) there exist functions wy € WHP(Q) N C(Q) such that

w_(2)<c. <0<cy <wy(z) forall zeQ,
A(w_) + B(2) | w_[P"2w_ < 0 < A(wy) + B(z)wh " in WHP(Q)*,
flz,we(2) <0< f(z,w_(2)) for almost all z € Q;
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(iii) there exist ¢13 > 0 and 7 € (p, p*) such that
f(z,x)x = —c3|z|”  for almost all z € Q all z € R;

(iv) with 8 = 18 € L>=(Q)4, we have

EAa(q, B) < liminf f(z,2)

x—0 |x|1’*2x

uniformly for almost all z € Q.

Remark 5.6. Hypotheses Hj (iii) is the extra unilateral growth condition imposed
on f(z,-). Note that hypothesis Hs (iv) permits also (¢ — 1)-linear growth near
zero f(z,-). This is more general than hypothesis Hy (iii), where u < g.

Hypotheses Hs (iii), (iv) imply that we can find & > A2 (g, 3) and ¢4 > 0 such
that
flz,x)x = & |27 — c1a |z|” for almost all z € 2, all z € R.

This leads to the following auxiliary Robin problem:

—diva(Du(z)) = &lu(2)|72u(z) — cialu(2)|"2u(z) in Q,

Proposition 3.6 implies that problem (5.16) has a unique positive solution u €
int C'y and since (5.16) is odd, we have that v_ = —uy € intCy is the unique
negative solution of (5.16). Also, we have

up <u forallue Sy and v <wv_ forall ve S_ (see Proposition 3.7).

Having these bounds and reasoning as in the proof of Proposition 3.8, we pro-
duce extremal constant sign solutions.

Proposition 5.7. If hypotheses H(a), Hs and H(3) hold, then problem (1.1) has a
smallest positive solution u, € int Cy and a biggest negative solution v, € —int C..

These extremal constant sign solutions, leads to a nodal solution (see the proof
of Proposition 3.9).

Proposition 5.8. If hypotheses H(a), Hs and H(S3) hold, then problem (1.1) ad-
mits a nodal solution yo € [vs,u.] N CH(Q).

So, we can state the third multiplicity theorem for problem (1.1).

Theorem 5.9. Assume that hypotheses H(a), Hs and H(f3) hold. Then prob-
lem (1.1) admits at least three nontrivial solutions:

ug € [0,wy]NintCy, vo € [w_,0]N (=int Cy), o € [w_,wy]NCHQ).
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6. p-Laplacian equations

In this section, we deal with equations driven by the p-Laplacian, that is a(y) =

ly|P~2y for all y € RY. So, now the differential operator is (p — 1)-homogeneous

and we can exploit this fact to drop the unilateral growth condition on f(z,-)

(see Hj (iii)) and return to the case of a reaction with no global growth restriction.
So, the problem under consideration is the following:

(6.1) — Apu(z) = f(z,u(z)) in Q, (Q)@Tu +B()|ulP2u=0 on Q.
P
Recall 9 9
a_;; - |Du|P*2£ for all u € WhP(Q).

The new hypotheses on the reaction f(z,x) are the following:

(Hg) f:Q xR —= R is a Carathéodory function such
that f(z,z) =0 for almost all z € §, and

(i) for every p > 0, there exists a, € L>()4 such that |f(z,z)| < a,(z) for

almost all z € Q, all |z| < p;
(ii) there exist functions wy € WP(Q) N C(Q) such that

w_(z) <eo <0< wi(z) foralzeQ,
A(w-) + B(2)|w_[P?w- <0< A(wy) + B(z)wh " in WHP(Q)7,
f(z,wi(2)) <0< f(z,w_(z)) for almost all z € Q;

(iii) we have

3 s f(Z,I) . f(Z,I)
A2(p, B) < h?ﬁ}}f o2z < 111;1_s)é1p P

< Mo

uniformly for almost all z € Q.

In this case to produce extremal constant sign solutions, we do not pass through
an auxiliary problem (see (5.16)), but instead we argue directly.

Proposition 6.1. Assume that hypotheses Hg and H(3) hold. Then problem (6.1)
admits a smallest positive solution u, € intCy and a biggest negative solution
Ve € —lnt C+.

Proof. As in the proof of Proposition 3.8, we can find {u,}n<1 C S+ such that
inf S, = 7igfl Up, -
Thanks to (3.31), {un}n>1 € WHP(Q) is bounded and so we may assume that

(6.2) Up = ue in WHP(Q)  and  w, — u in LP(Q) and in LP(99).
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As in the proof of Proposition 3.8, using (6.2), we show that u. € Sy U {0}.
We need to show that u. # 0. Arguing by contradiction, suppose that u,. = 0.
Let yn, = un/|Jun|| n = 1. Then ||y,|| = 1, y, = 0 for all n > 1. So, we may
assume that

(6.3) Yn =y in WHP(Q) and vy, — yin LP(Q) and in LP(9Q),y > 0.
We have, for all n > 1, and all h € W1P(Q),

Ny(up
(6.4) A B+ [ B0 hdo = [ 20 g,
09 a lunll?
In (6.4) we choose h = y,, —y € WP(Q), pass to the limit as n — oo and use (6.3).
Then

n—oo

(6.5) =y, — yin WHP(Q) (see Proposition 2.8), hence ||y|| =1,y > 0.
Hypotheses Hg (i), (iil) imply that we can find ¢15 > 0 such that
|f(z,2)] <5 |z[P~  for almost all 2z € Q, all |x| < M3 (see (3.31))

Ny (u,
N { f(u_)l
a7

} N - Lp/(Q) is bounded (1/p+1/p =1).
n>=1

Passing to a subsequence if necessary and using hypothesis Hg (iii) (recall we
assume u, = 0), we obtain

Nf(un) w

(6.6) TnllP—* B 9yP~1in LV (Q) with Ay (p, B) <¥(z) <np for almost all zeQ
Un

(see Aizicovici, Papageorgiou and Staicu [1], proof of Proposition 14). Returning
to (6.4), passing to the limit as n — oo and using (6.5) and (6.6), we obtain

(A(y), h) + B(z)y* thdo = / IyP~thdz for all h € W'P(Q),
X9) Q

and thus
a—:p—i—ﬁ(z)yp_l =0on df).
From (6.6) and (6.7) it follows that y must be nodal, which contradicts (6.5).

Therefore v, € S and u, =int S4.
Similarly we produce v, € —int Cy the biggest negative solution of (6.1). O

(6.7) —Apy(2) =I(2)y(2)P~* for almost all z € Q,

Using these extremal constant sign solutions and reasoning as in the proof of
Proposition 3.9, we have the final multiplicity theorem.

Theorem 6.2. Assume that hypotheses Hg and H(B) hold. Then problem (6.1)

admits at least three nontrivial solutions:

up € [0,w ] NintCy, vg € [w_,0]N (=int C}), o € [w_,wy]NCH(Q) nodal.
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