










 

Newsletter Akademicki 
World citation elite - 6 people from Poland 
The annual list of the world's most cited scientists announced on November 16 by Clarivate 
Analytics - Highly Cited Researchers 2021 - included 6,602 people, including 6 from Poland 
(four with affiliations to the university). Presence in the elite group of HCR is highly 
rewarded in the Shanghai Ranking, which will benefit AGH, PG, SGGW and UMed 
Wrocław in 2022. 

The most frequently cited Polish scientists in 2021 are:  Piotr Ponikowski , rector of the Medical University 

of Piastów Śląskich in Wrocław (for the seventh time on the list),  Jacek Namieśnik  from the Gdańsk 

University of Technology (for the third time), Hazem M. Kalaji  from the Warsaw University of Life 

Sciences (for the third time on the list, although two years ago his first affiliation was the university from 

Saudi Arabia), Vicentiu D. Radulescu from the AGH University of Science and Technology in Krakow (for 

the first time), and Piotr Rutkowski from the National Institute of Oncology. Maria Skłodowskiej-Curie - 

National Research Institute and Atanas G. Atanasov affiliated to the Polish Academy of Sciences. Presence in 

the group Highly Cited Researchers  is highly rewarded in the Shanghai Ranking. 

The HCR list is published  by the international analytical company Clarivate Analytics based on the Web of 

Science database. It indicates scientists whose publications were among the 1% most cited in 21 fields of 

science. It is no surprise that the list includes the largest number of scientists from the United States (39.7%), 

although their dominance is getting weaker year by year (the year before it was 41.5%). At the same time, the 

share of Chinese researchers is growing (14.2% now compared to 12.1% a year ago). Of the 6,602 people on 

the list, 3,774 conduct research assigned to specific fields, and 2,828 interdisciplinary research. 

When commenting on the Polish presence, it is undoubtedly necessary to congratulate prof. Piotr 

Ponikowski , Rector of the Medical University of Piastów Śląskich in Wrocław, because seven times in a row 

no Polish scientist has been on this list! 

The presence on the list was determined by publications covering a period of 11 years, from January 2010 to 

December 2020. Hence the name of  prof. Jacek  Namieśnik , an outstanding chemist, rector of the Gdańsk 

University of Technology who died in April 2019. 

It is worth recalling that in the methodology of the Shanghai Ranking, the presence of academics on the Highly 

Cited Researchers list   has a weight of 20 percent, i.e. high (twice as much as having a Nobel Prize 

graduate). In previous years, the Jagiellonian University and the University of Warsaw were convinced of the 

impact of this indicator on the position of universities - as they fell by several dozen positions, to a lower one 

hundred, when their researchers dropped out of the HCR list. 



That is why prof. Namieśnik enabled the Gdańsk University of Technology to "jump" into the group of 801-

1000 in the Shanghai Ranking 2020 and 2021. The re-presence of his name on the 2021 list will help PG to 

stay in the Top-1000 also in the next year's edition of this ranking. 

The AGH University of Science and Technology has particular reasons to be happy this year, because the 

appearance on the HCR 2021 list of Vicentiu D. Radulescu , a mathematician of Romanian origin working at 

AGH, gives the university a guarantee of promotion in the Shanghai Ranking 2022 to the hundreds of 601-700 

(where, moreover, it was previously), and possibly higher! 

The presence of the most cited  Hazem M. Kalaja  from the Warsaw University of Life Sciences, a Syrian by 

origin, allowed SGGW to enter the Shanghai 2021 Ranking, and his re-presence on the HCR 2021 list rather 

determines the fact that SGGW will maintain this position in the 2022 ranking - although it will also depend on 

the quality of research carried out by other scholars of this university ... 

On the other hand, the Medical University of Warsaw may have a problem with staying in the Top-1000 group 

in Shanghai next year, as Adam Torbicki , who helped the university in last year's promotion, was not on the 

HCR 2021 list  . 

To what extent the above considerations prove to be accurate in relation to the Shanghai Ranking, you will be 

able to find out at midnight on August 15, 2022 ... 

Waldemar Siwiński 

  

Source:  https://recognition.webofscience.com 
 

https://recognition.webofscience.com/awards/highly-cited/2021/?campaignname=&campaignid=&utm_campaign=&utm_source=blog&utm_medium=press


Vicentiu D. Radulescu

Mathematics
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